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Tenement Houses— Use of Rooms in Basements or Cellars for Living Purposes. 
(Chap. 346, Special Act of Mass. Legislature May 19, 1915.) 

Section 68 of chapter 550 of the acta of the year 1907, as amended by section 1 of 
chapter 628 of the acts of the year 1914, is hereby farther amended by adding at the 
end thereof the following: " (h) Whenever basement rooms* which do not comply with 
all the technical requirements of this act are, in the opinion of the board of health, 
supplied with sufficient light and ventilation and are suitable rooms for living and 
sleeping purposes, the board, after an inspection of the premises and a report in writing 
as to the area, capacity, and other conditions, may issue a certificate to the owner of 
the building stating that, in the opinion of the board, such rooms are fit to be occupied 
for living and sleeping purposes. The issue of the said certificate shall operate as 
an exemption from the technical requirements of this section in all the particulars 
set forth in said certificate: Provided, That said certificate is kept at all times posted 
in a conspicuous place in such room. A file and record of all such reports and cer- 
tificates shall be kept in the office of the board of health. Said board may revoke the 
certificate if such room, in its opinion, ceases to be suitable for the purposes named 
in the certificate," so as to read as follows: 

Sec. 68. In tenement houses hereafter erected no room in the basement or cellar 
shall be occupied for living purposes, unless all of the following conditions are complied 
with: 

(1) Such room shall be at least 8 J feet high in every part from the floor to the ceiling. 

(2) There shall be appurtenant to such room the use of a separate water-closet, 
constructed and arranged as required by section 69. 

(3) Such room shall have a window or windows opening upon the street, and alley, 
or open passageway not less than 15 feet in width, a railroad right of way, cemetery or 
public park, or upon a yard or court. The total area of windows in such room shall be 
at least one-eighth of the floor area of the room, and one-half of the sash shall be made 
to open full width, and the top of each window shall be within 6 inches of the ceiling. 

(4) The floor of 6uch room shall be damp proof and waterproof, and all walls sur- 
rounding such room shall be damp proof. 

No room on any floor of any house or building now existing or hereafter erected, 
which floor is in whole or in part below the highest point of the curb of a public street 
or way in front and within 25 feet of the outside wall, and no room on any floor thereof, 
which floor is in whole or in part below the highest point of the ground adjacent to 
such building and within 15 feet thereof, shall be occupied for sleeping purposes 
unless all of the following conditions are complied with: 

(a) Such room shall, on at least oneside, abut on an outside wall of said building for 
a space of at least 7 feet. 

(b) Such room shall have a window or windows opening directly upon an open space 
not less than 15 feet square, and open from the ground to the sky without obstruction; 
such window or windows shall have a total area of not less than 10 square feet and not 
less than one-eighth of the floor area of said room, and both halves of the sash of each 
window shall be made to open to their full width, and the top of each window shall be 
within 6 inches of the ceiling. 

(c) At least 60 per cent of the area of any such room sliall be above the level of the 
highest point of the ground within 15 feet of the outside wall or walls of said room and 
in which the windows above required are situated. 

(d) The floor of such room and all walls surrounding the room shall be damp proof 
and waterproof. 

(e) Such room shall be at least 8 feet 6 inches in height in every part, from floor to 
ceiling: Provided, That in tenement houses erected prior to the first day of August, 1907, 
and in other houses and buildings erected prior to the 1st day of June, 1914, it shall be 
sufficient if said room is 7 feet in height over at least four-fifths of its area. 
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(f) There shall be appurtenant to such room a water-closet, constructed and arranged 
as required by section 69, and used solely by the occupants of said room or by the house- 
hold of which said occupants are members. 

(3) No such room shall be occupied for sleeping purposes without a permit from the 
board of health, such permit to be posted in a conspicuous place in the main room of the 
apartment. A record of all such permits shall be kept in the office of the board of 
health. 

(h) Whenever basement rooms which do not comply with all the technical require- 
ments of this act are, in the opinion of the board of health, supplied with sufficient 
light and ventilation and are suitable rooms for living and sleeping purposes, the board, 
after an inspection of the premises and a report in writing as to the area, capacity, and 
other conditions, may issue a certificate to the owner of the building stating that, in the 
opinion of the board, such rooms are fit to be occupied for living and sleeping purposes. 
The issue of the said certificate shall operate as an exemption from the techn ical require- 
ments of this section in all the particulars set forth in said certificate: Provided, That 
said certificate is kept at all times posted in a conspicuous place in such room. A file 
and record of all such reports and certificates shall be kept in the office of the board of 
health. Said board may revoke the certificate if such room, in its opinion, ceases to be 
suitable for the purposes named in the certificate. 

DAYTON, OHIO. 

Influenza— Precautions Against the Spread of. (Gen. Order No. 1, Bd. of H., 

Dec. 31, 1915.) 

Because of the presence of an epidemic throughout the country of influenza (com- 
monly called la grippe) and for reasons that this has now affected the city of Dayton, 
with other contagious diseases, the following regulations and orders of the welfare 
department, division of health, covering schools (public and private), theaters, 
churches, picture shows, stores, street cars, and all places where public gatherings are 
had or where people congregate will be enforced from this day on. 

No sweeping shall be done in places affected by this order unless all doors and win- 
dows are thrown wide open and which shall remain open until the op ration of sweep- 
ing is completed. Before the room is occupied and after sweeping, all pieces of 
furniture, railings, window ledges, doors, and other parts of the room which may come 
in contact with hands of the public shall be thoroughly wiped with a cloth wet with 
a disinfectant approved by the division of health. All floors which can be mopped 
shall be mopped with such disinfectant. The uso of this disinfectant on floors and 
furniture as above directed must be done once each 24 hours of occupancy. 

Public and private schools. — After each a- ssion and before the schoolroom is again 
occupied for school purposes, all windows and doors shall be thrown wide open and 
the rooms thoroughly ventilated for at least 10 minutes. 

Churches. — After each service and before the room is again occupied for public 
services all doors and windows of all rooms occupied for public services shall be thrown 
wide open and the rooms thoroughly ventilated for at least 10 minutes before being 
again occupied. 

Starts. — A temperature not to exceed 68° shall be maintained in all stores. All 
doors shall be thrown wide open for throe minutes at every two-hour interval. All 
counters, cases, railings, and other pieces of furniture which may come in contact 
with the public, shall be wiped with a cloth saturated with a disinfectant approved 
by the division of health. 

Theaters other than picture shows. — After each performance and before the room 
is again occupied for public gatherings the windows and do irs shall be thrown wide 
open for at least one hour. During the performance where a mechanical ventilating 
system is installed it shall be in operation so as to change the entire air of the room 



